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MODULE

2

Journalism
“I feel like I’m too busy writing history to read it.”
-

Kanye

Introduction
In this module, students will learn the importance of story writing when writing data
articles. They will also learn how to use data truthfully, and to its fullest. With this, they will
then be able to display their data more effectively. However, some journalists skew data
and manipulate it in a way that is more beneficial to their standpoint. It is important that
students are able to not only identify and avoid these articles, but also don't make skewed
visualizations themselves.

Objectives

1. Students will understand how to write with journalistic flair.
2. Students will learn how to specifically write for data journalism and get practice
writing.
3. Students will understand why empathy is necessary in data journalism.
4. Students will understand the ethics of journalism.

Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.

Intro to Journalism
Engaging Storytelling
Empathy in Statistics/Journalism
Trump Survey

Facilitator Notes
- Feel free to begin the module with a short bonding activity.
- You don’t have to go through all the discussion questions, pick and choose the
ones you find most engaging

Intro to Jazzy Journalism (10 min)
Purpose:
Give students an in-depth introduction to what journalism is through a discussion
Materials:
- Google slide (summarizes info below)
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-

Merriam-Webster Definition
Journalism Masterclass: 8 Tips

Directions:
Review the information in the journalism resources presented above, and begin a
discussion about the definition and applications of journalism.

As shown in the image above, present the Merriam-Webster definition of journalism to students.
After the students have read the definition, ask them whether or not they agree with this definition
(use the questions in the discussion below). Then, transition to a discussion about eight important
qualities in journalism, as described in the MasterClass article:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Gather Information
Find your Angle
Write with a Strong Lede
Structure your Information
Use Quotes
Write Simply
Verify your Sources
Edit your Work

Discussion:
1. Is journalism just about creating stories? If not, is successful journalism reliant on
another factor for success?
2. How can journalism inspire leadership? Would data journalism be more effective
as a centralized or decentralized discipline?
3. How can you use journalism to write effective stories?
4. In addition to these qualities, are there any additional qualities that encapsulate
journalism?

Engaging Storytelling (25-30 min)
Purpose:
Get students to think creatively about finding stories and have students write/tell mock stories
using a photo from their camera roll.
Materials:
Photo from camera roll
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Computer or paper + pencil
Directions:
1. Write an article on a photo from your camera (tell students to keep what they just
learned in mind)
2. Present to the class
Divide students into groups and ask them to select a one photo from someone’s camera roll.
Students will have the opportunity to write brief articles about these prompts. They can write one
article together or individually.
Give students 5 minutes to find their photo and think of ideas, then 10 minutes to write their
stories. Make sure they are interesting and incorporate the 5 Ws. Have them present to the class (2
mins for each group or allow one student from each group to share).

Empathy in Statistics/Journalism (10 min)
Purpose:
Students will understand how emotion/empathy plays a role in how to choose statistics for a data
journalism article.
Materials:
● https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/gun-deaths/
● https://abc7chicago.com/police-boy-11-found-shot-to-death-in-west-pullman/3558560/
Directions:
Quickly go through the statistics and articles with the students. The first link is to show empathy’s
role in statistics. Discuss how statistics were used to make the reader empathize but also how
statistics can dehumanize and reduce people to numbers, and what the downfall of this is. The
second link is to show empathy’s role in journalism in general. Discuss how the story was written
in a way that made readers feel empathetic.
Discussion:
1. What was the tone of the statistics (first link)? How did it make you feel?
2. What was the tone of the article (second link)? How did it make you feel?
3. How did the way the second story was told make you react with more empathy
than the first one? (Compare with examples)
4. What are the dangers of dehumanizing data subjects?
5. How can statistics and stories be told differently to change what the reader thinks?

Trump Survey (10-15 minutes)
Purpose:
Allow students to formulate ideas on survey bias and the effects of this on journalism.
Materials:
Computer/projector
Directions:
1. Open the Trump article and go through the questions. Mention that the actual
survey was taken down after last year.
2. On each question, ask the class if the question is biased or encouraging the person
being surveyed to answer a certain way.
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3. Make sure not to let people dominate with anti-Trump or pro-Trump comments,
keep the discussion away from politics and more on the survey itself.
4. After asking if the question is biased, ask how to change the question (if the class
agrees that it is biased).
5. Focus on the use of strong vocabulary in the questions:
a. On which issues does the mainstream media do the worst job of representing
Republicans?
b. Do you believe that the mainstream media does not do their due diligence factchecking before publishing stories on the Trump administration?
6. After the discussion, mention how the answer choices in a survey should be large
in scope and account for a diverse set of opinions.
Discussion:

1. Can the use of strong vocabulary lead to bias in the survey questions? Why or why
not?
2. How can questions with strong words be modified?
3. What is the best way to write answer choices for multiple-choice questions?

